
 

 

Sabbatical Connection 
 
Central to the sabbatical plan underway at Bloomington Covenant 
Church is to grow in grace by learning the stories of others. Those 
stories include each others’ stories of life, faith, grace and growth. But 
our hope is to also learn the stories of people whose life experiences 
are very different than our own. This means listening closely and 
inviting ourselves, by God’s grace, to have the scope of our lives 
expanded through the lives of others. 
 
Our overall theme for the sabbatical is based on Joshua 4 - the story of 
the people of Israel crossing the Jordan River. God said they were to 
erect a memorial of stones so that when future generations asked, 
“What do these stones mean?” they could then tell the story of God’s 
provision. Stones represent stories. As is written in our sabbatical plan: 
Valuing our stories helps understand who we are. Valuing the stories 
of others helps to grow our capacity for grace. Stories highlight 
points of grace and growth in our past, present and, we pray, our 
future. 
 
In their travels, Pastor Tim and Cyd will be making connections with 
people serving refugees in Europe, primarily in Italy. Tom Albinson 
has been instrumental in providing points of contact. 
 
However, we also know that there are many refugees in this area. 
People are seeking safety, homes and a place to live with stability. 
These three evenings of hearing very gifted and experienced people 
who serve Christ in these ways will be powerful and significant.  
Please plan to join us. 
 

September 29, October 6 & October 13 
7:00 pm in the West Room  
Students & Adults together 

 

Refugees in Focus 

 
Wednesdays 7:00-7:50 pm 

West Room 
 

3 Sessions 
Sept. 29 - Oct 6 - Oct. 13 

 
Students & Adults together 

 



 

 

 
 
September 29 
Wendy Meyering, Church Mobilization Ministries Director, 
Arrive Ministries 

Wendy Meyering is the Director of Church Mobilization at Arrive 
Ministries, a resettlement agency focused on life transformation for 
refugees, immigrants, and the Church. Wendy began as an Arrive 
Ministries volunteer more than ten years ago and has been on staff 
with the organization for four years. She has worked with refugees in 
Minnesota, Turkey, and has visited Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya. 
  
 
October 6 
Tom Albinson, Founder & President of IAFR 

Tom Albinson has been a missionary among refugees since 1980. He 
served in Austria until 2003, when he and his family relocated to the 
US from which they continue serving refugees. 
 
In 2001, Tom helped launch the Refugee Highway Partnership, an 
international network of Christians, churches, and agencies serving 
refugees.  
 
In 2009, Tom founded International Association for Refugees (IAFR) 
in response to the need for an international Christian mission designed 
for ministry in refugee contexts. Tom served with World Evangelical 
Alliance (WEA) as Ambassador for Refugees, Displaced, and Stateless 
People from 2013 - 2021. He and his wife, Donna, live in the Cities. 
Learn more about IAFR at www.IAFR.org. 
 
October 13 
SJ Holsteen, Minneapolis/St. Paul Ministry Leader, Jonathan 
House 
SJ serves as the Minneapolis-St. Paul Ministry Leader with 
International Association for Refugees (IAFR). As MSP Ministry 

Leader, she leads the local IAFR team in the 
vision of seeing the Church journey with 
forcibly-displaced individuals towards hope 
and belonging. She currently lives in 
community with asylum-seeking women and 
children at IAFR Jonathan House, which 
provides safe, stable shelter and supportive 
community to asylum seekers in St. Paul, MN.  
 
SJ holds a BA in Spanish from Wheaton 
College (IL) and an MFA in creative 
nonfiction from University of Alaska - 
Fairbanks. She believes that shared stories 
form a foundation for healing and belonging, 

and she enjoys inviting reflection on where we see God in our stories, 
as well as where He might be calling us deeper into His. 


